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Alegria, Malin Estrella’s Quinceanera

Estrella's mother and aunt are planning a traditional

quinceanera. Estrella has turned her nose up at tradition and

her heritage since she won a scholarship at a ritzy private 

Anderson, Laurie H. Speak

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a

devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school.

Anderson, M. T.

The Astonishing Life of Octavian 

Nothing

Persuaded by Lord Dunmore's proclamation offering freedom to

slaves who join his counterrevolutionary Royal Ethiopian

Regiment, Octavian and his friends soon find themselves

engaged in naval raids on the Virginia coastline as the

Revolutionary War breaks out in full force.

Ayarbe, Heidi Freeze Frame

The history of the Winter Olympics from 1924 through 2002,

with a look ahead at 2006, highlighting notable athletes and

events in text and photographs.

Baldwin, James Another Country

A small group of atypical American's struggle to avoid an

aimless, defeated, and defensive bohemia. Rufus, a gifted

African-American musician, Leona who loves him, his sister Ida,

and her lover Viveldo depict the results of racism.

Booth, Coe Tyrell

Tyrell is a young, African American teen who can't get a break.

He's living (for now) with his spaced-out mother and little

brother in a homeless shelter. His father's in jail.

Bradbury, Ray Fahrenheit 451

A book burner in a future fascist state finds out books are a vital

part of a culture he never knew. He clandestinely pursues

reading, until he is betrayed.

Browne, Claude Manchild in the Promised Land

An autobiography of Claude Brown, describing his life and that

of other African Americans in New York City's Harlem area.

Bruchac, Joseph

Code Talker: A Novel about the Navajo 

Marines of World War II

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that

Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo

men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers,

sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.

Conroy, Pat The Water Is Wide

The true story of a man who gave a year of his life to give the

families of Yamacraw Island a new way of life.

Crutcher, Chris Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes

Discussions about the nature of man, the existence of God,

abortion, organized religion, suicide and other contemporary

issues serve as a backdrop for a high-school senior's attempt to

answer a friend's dramatic cry for help.
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Davis, Sampson

The Pact:  Three Young Men Make a 

Promise and Fulfill a Dream

Samson Davis discusses how he and two friends stuck together

and supported one another as they overcame the many

challenges they faced while growing up in New Jersey.

Dickinson, Peter A Bone from a Dry Sea

An intelligent female member of a prehistoric tribe becomes

instrumental in advancing the lot of her people, and the

daughter of a paleontologist is visiting him on a dig in Africa 

Draper, Sharon Tears of a Tiger

The death of high school basketball star Rob Washington in an 

automobile accident affects his close friend Andy, who was 

driving the car, and the lives of many others in the school.

Freedman, Russell Martha Graham:  A Dancer’s Life

A photo-biography of the American dancer, teacher, and

choreographer who was born in Pittsburgh in 1895 and who

became a leading figure in the world of modern dance.

Hinton, S. E. The Outsiders

Rivalry between rich and poor gangs in 1960s Oklahoma leads

to the deaths of three teenagers and intense soul-searching for

one of the kids involved, a sensitive fourteen-year-old writer 

Huxley, Aldous Brave New World

A satirical novel about the Utopia of the future, when babies are

decanted from bottles and the great Ford is worshipped.

Jemison, Mae

Find Where the Wind Goes:  Moments 

from My Life

Mae Jemison recounts her life story, describing her struggle to

overcome the doubts of those around her and become an

astronaut--the first woman of color in space.

Johnson, Angela The First Part Last

Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever when he

becomes a father and must care for his adored baby daughter.

Johnson, James W. Autobiography of an Ex-colored Man

A man whose light skin enables him to "pass" for white,

describes his journey through African-American society from

genteel aristocrats to the musicians of ragtime.

Lanier, Shannon Jefferson’s Children

The childen of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Heming's introduce

descendents through both family lines and conveys the tension

that surrounded some of their encounters.

Lee, Harper To Kill a Mockingbird

Scout Finch, the young daughter of a local attorney in the Deep

South during the 1930s, tells of her father's defense of an

African-American man charged with the rape of a white girl.

London, Jack The Call of the Wild

Buck, a dog that has been forced into the harsh life of a sled

dog, befriends a man seeking his fortune in the Klondike gold

fields, and must ultimately decide whether to stay with his

master or obey his instinct to join the wolves.
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Lynch, Chris Gold Dust

In 1975, twelve-year-old Richard befriends Napolean, a

Caribbean newcomer to his Catholic school, hoping that

Napolean will learn to love baseball and the Red Sox, and will

win acceptance in the racially polarized Boston school.

Lyons, Mary E.

Sorrow’s Kitchen:  The Life and folklore 

of Zora Neale Hurston

A succinct biography of the black novelist whose spirited use of

dialect occasioned criticism from other prominent black writers,

and who until recently was largely forgotten.

McKinley, Robin Beauty

Kind Beauty grows to love the Beast at whose castle she is

compelled to stay and through her love releases him from the

spell which had turned him from a handsome prince into an ugly 

Meyer, Stephenie Twilight

When seventeen-year old Bella leaves Phoenix to live in Fork,

Washington, she meets ane exquisitely handsome boy at

school for whom she feels an overwhelming attraction and who 

Na, An A Step from Heaven

A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn

English and adjust to life in America.

Nelson, Marilyn Carver:  A Life in Poem

Nelson tells the story of George Washington Carver's life

through a series of poems that act like snapshots in a photo

album.

Nye, Naomi Shihab

19 Varieties of Gazelle:  Poems of the 

Middle East

A collection of sixty poems in which the Arab-American author

examines life in the Middle East.

Ortiz Cofer, Judith

An Island Like You:  Stories of the 

Barrio

Twelve stories about young people caught between their Puerto

Rican heritage and their American surroundings.

Paolini, Christopher Eragone

In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called

Eragon finds a mysterious stone that weaves his life into an

intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with

dragons, elves, and monsters.

Rose, Reginald Twelve Angry Men

Twelve Angry Men holds at its core a deeply patriotic belief in

the U.S. legal system. The story’s focal point, known only as

Juror Eight, is at first the sole holdout in an 11-1 guilty vote.

Shelley, Mary Frankenstein

A republication of the 1831 edition of the classic story about the

hysteria that ensues when Dr. Victor Frankenstein creates a

monster by reanimating dead flesh, and subsequently casts the

creature out into a horrified community.

Shusterman, Neal Unwind

In a future world where those between the ages of thirteen and

eighteen can have their lives "unwound" and their body parts

harvested for use by others, three teens go to extreme lengths

to uphold their beliefs--and, perhaps, save their own lives.
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Spiegelman, Art Maus I:  A Survivor’s Tale

The tale of a young man's painful relationship with his father is

elegantly interwoven with the father's recollection of life as a

Jew in Nazi-occupied Poland.

Steinbeck, John The Pearl

Terrible events follow the discovery of a magnificent pearl by a

poor Mexican fisherman.

Stoker, Bram Dracula

The double identity of the wealthy Transylvanian nobleman,

Count Dracula, is discovered. A small group of people vow to

rid the world of the evil vampire.

Swanson, James Chasing Lincoln’s Killer

A recount of the twelve-day pursuit and capture of John Wilkes

Booth, covering the chase through Washington D.C., Maryland,

and Virginia, with a discussion of Abraham Lincoln as a father,

husband, and friend that examines the impact of his death on

those close to him.

Werlin, Nancy Rules of Survival

Seventeen-year-old Matthew recounts his attempts, starting at a 

young age, to free himself and his sisters from the grip of their

emotionally and physically abusive mother.

Wieler, Diana Bad Boy:  A Memoir

Full of action and dramatic tension, this story set in Canada

reveals the problems of a high school hockey player during his

first year on a Triple A team. A. J. Brandiosa's elation in making

the Cyclones is undercut by the fear he will not measure up to

the other players. 

Winick, Judd

Pedro and Me:  Friendship Lost and 

What I've Learned

In graphic art format, an account of friendship between two

roommates on the MTV show "Real World," one of whom died

of AIDS.

Wilson, August The Piano Lesson   

The struggles of an African-American family as they consider

selling a prized possession, an ornate upright piano, in order to

buy the tract of land upon which they were once enslaved.

Yang, Gene American Born Chinese

Three interrelated stories about the problems of young Chinese

Americans trying to participate in the popular culture. Presented

in comic book format.
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